
EXHIBIT 9

Letter dated January 23, 1906 to Commissioner of Indian Affairs
from J.R. Meskimmons

00061

Case 3:73-cv-00127-MMD-CSD Document 10 Filed 01/13/21 Page 1 of 8



- I •.. ;•... ^., .•

: '^-.•:.

•••{M^:.
?^. ^"

.-If:.

.'j'-.-'.l.

y:;-T:

' ^'.

%»';
'(&"•.'•

i)'^'

'A<K.

...'^

i^J::-39
ly?l''''^:^:^
'•f:-'::r^

?r-:
K-1., '^1
^,':-:^'^

tii^'siw^><"~^ ^S3
.^..^y.'.J.Ci

I^Iil
i}:-'^"!;?i
^•."^^^
//«' .•-'. :;• '^^

^•:'^^^y'i^lw^^^•^•••'.-r '^

^-- -C.'3
•-'• 1 -5

i>-.^ •':,.'-:. -••'':

^^••^'.<^

BS2NJ
^.^"^f^Q::-'

^%^%^iitN^y^WS^-r^
i^"^l^';7 ;^1
^--^ • ^

. ^:'-v&

,.-:%1

^•:^,--^

• 1

-I
^.;.^...-^

/;
i'!: ~." , •

J.

.^;^»^^4%!^^^.,;.^-.^"<.^,^..,........, •M*i.-tT-;r-:- y '.

^3

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

UNFTED STATES INDIAN SERVICE,

CBncnCii.y.BevMda,,^,^,,^,

January 25, 1906.

The Hononbla,

The OoaniaBlcnBr of Indian Affairs,

Ifeahlngton, D, 0.

Slr:-

I h&n th* hcnor to nport to you in regard to the Irriffrticn

of Valknr Rlwr Indlwi Benemtion.

Aa rtattd In ny letter of January 16, 1906, there aw 1AS2*21

acran of land nwr under oultlvticn upon •the BBnemtlon. Aa hu

been raported by diffBrent SuparintondantB, Speol*! Agante and In-

apactora, the aaiocnt of w&tor a.Taila.ble f ran the Talker rlmr !• nat

tifflolant to adaquately irrlfftfc* 'th" lw*d no» under oultivatlcn,

Thin la oauatd by th* i&ite ••i.tlan of Ihaon'a and Snlth'a Tallayt,

on th® upper Walker rinr, taking t-he mtar frou the rinr, thl«

••8a* to be not «o auoh » uni'tad affort on 'the part of th* fanm

to lay hold of all the inter in ni^-A and uae It in OTOMB of tht

naeda of the •oll, u it ia the gradual denlopasnt of tha eocst.iej,

tha taking out of new canala and the diatribution of the lnAer txpdtt

the arid l»ndi.

Ihon the Indiana took oat their firat ditch, knomi as the Caqpr'

bell ditoh. It !• •aid that then vaa nev»r a lack of mt»r In th«

rivr. Thla ma bat a anall ditch and irri®ttad only a f— aoroa

<?f land nhioh wan irrigsted not BO nnch for cultiration — It

for raining wild hay.
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At Uu tian thin canal was t&kan out there wu »lmdy, 1 an

told, BBMnl ouialB in the upper nllfys taksn out ly th« <hitBB,

of •qu»l or gnater aiie, Hcuevar, •the OoTemn»n1> nay be abl» to

BBcrot a priority of rl^xt of water •to irrigate 300 or 400 aorte and

a. pro rata of thn rumindsr of th« water of tha river for the oUrr

1000, or eo, acrw now under oaltiTation. Than aw •eaaoM of ' •

the year ANX ValkT rlwr fnmiahBB plenty of vatnr for all Ao wlah

to take it, but gisrrnlly npoaking, it in not the tlma of yar ifaan

water la aoat nwdad; paranthatio&Uy, I viBh to •ay that a grwA

d»»l of mot tad rain haa fallen in th* upper hl^ilandn wid •pnntatmi

thia yr, and thwela mry indicat.ion that thorewill be no lack of

mter this •wuon.

By xwfanno* to the map mcently aent you, of tha cnltinted

land en this rwmtioo, 11; will ba naen th&'b the hi^i landa li«

eloae to <h» oaltiTated land; ihat above the cultiTatad land that is
/7ICSU

farther up tha riwr, the^ land reachea •(•he river 'bank and then !•

littla, tf any land that can be oultiT&tsd abon the dam at the hwd

of Canal "A* for aeTeral miloa. Then the rlnr bottoa as&in widwr

oak and then are a few hundrod acrBs of •billRble land. Thin la

the location of the old Gangpbell ditch, the firat. ditch •fcaken out by

the Indiana under Aganfc Caiqpbell. L&tor this ma abandanad and tha

Indiana n&T«d damn the river to about, thoir proeont location. B^low i

the pnaant tract of cul-bir&tad land liaa about 7500 aorea of reaacn-/

ably flat land. Thle la the land roferred to by fonaBr viai'tfag

offlciala to the renerTaticn.

It la evident that if thnra IB not onou^i n&ter in V&lker rlTer

to irriQats tha l»nd alroady undar cultivation, •bh&t it la necefla&ry

to look to othnr BOWCBB to irri®ite •fche, traot. of lairi juat mantloned
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than -the ordinary flw of the riTer« Ilther by arbltnttloo pro"

oeedingi or auit in equity it would b» ia^oanlble to ••oare wntT

froa V&UCT river •xctpfe flood or •xccee nater for land sAloh hm,

— yvt, naver had wAer applied to it,

Then an three •oaro— from diich to ohooae In order to BBOW

mrtar for thl* tract: lat, The atonei of flood mA»n of tfa» rivr;

', ad, th« pu^iftng frca irella upon thn inot; 3d, the pauplng of mtw

fron tbt Uk®. Of th* flrrfc I would say the oondltlona w poor

for atorlng finoue?t mfcer to irrigate tho land nmtionad* Than 1«

no ncrvoir •4jt»t cf anoh v&lxie on the Walker r; ?er balcw Nuon val-

l»y, and I und«nftmd thak the Raoliuntion aenrloe have under laTaa-

tiaKiion and oanaM«ntlon th* location of a •tor»g» raaarrolr In An-

t»lop« vallty on the h»ad mt,»ra of the river* I an nat pw^vA

to aay jort Aafc oonolualon haa been reached in weird fco the n»Uer.

C^^he BBoond propoaition-thsn ia little doubt in ay mind u to it

b» Ing the b»»t of th» three mntlonod, providing that walla of roffl-

oianfc capacity can be •aourad. Th* •arfac» indlcat.lona im •aoh

— would 1—1 en* to balieva that the pumping frou mlla toe»th»r

with dltohir fraa th» rlwr to be wei during th* tlai of flood*

would ba a •uoof. Howsvr, the only —y that, on* oould ttll

would b» to put down a t<rt mil or wslla In order to lau-n tha oon-

ditlun of th» underground water bwuflng Ntrata. Th» •urfM» ntfsr

of the naorvatlon is bat about 15 fent, on the HTeraga, below the

•urfaoe of the ground, and for about 190 feet—the depth of thn nil-

road well at Schura—thera la found water bearing naterial; of Ita

character, homvr, I cannot any dtfinitaly M I have not kaen »bl»

to Mourn a leg of the well juat n»ntion»d. It la a, B" or 6" mil

from vhich is ]ctiayd a very good aupply of mter for railroad UB»,
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but of course would be adequate to irrlfiato only a faw acrea of Iwui.

At Wabuska, in the Walker river valley about SO mllaa Rbove Sohuw,

ie another railroad wall iriuch overflowa; t-hiB IB deeper than th®

wall Kb Schurz, it being, it la anid, ovsr 200 faBi deep, From

•this it would BBBm that there is a poBsiMlity of getting flcwing

wellc on the Indian roaerTation. If thie could be dona, of COUTBO

the problem of irrigation would be quickly &nd easily solvBd. Of

tho third propoaltion, thai of pumping water from the lake, then an

elnmnnto of BUCC»UB iriiich do nafc appear on •the Burf&ce of tho eeoond

propOBltIcm. The contour Uno nhich forna •the uppT boundary of

•fcho tract of land in queation ie 62 feet above the pnaant nurface

of the lake. If mter ma pumped f run the lake thera would be an

abund&nce to UB», but the lift would ba BO grBnt that it irould hardly

pay. -The canal Byniam would coat more, but the pcnping .plant

itnelf would ooct IBBB, M there would need •bo be only one centnl

punying plant and no tr&nefomation of power from nteui to electrlc-

ity with Ita Rttendant IOBB, RB would be th» caao if pumpBd fron

mile. On the other hand it in expectBd that purer WRtcr would ba

necurad from well a than the lake water and the indioatioiu are that

th* lift would b* •uoh M to make it a oonoBrcial prppoaltiou, i. •,,

of not more thui 26 cr 30 feat.

Vith a view of putting down » twt mil or mill, and If luo-

cdBoful, of boring other wellB •ufficiuife to irri®»t« this land, I

ban boon in oonTBraaticm with and/oorre«pond«no« with ••nnl mn

nho make a buaineeH of well drilling, uid u yot I have not bwn abi*

to find one At %s wliltag to • ink a —11 upon the n»er<«fci<n at a

reuonable nmouni par foot. The prqpoaiti.on cad< by all of •fchaa

is that the 0»p»rtn»nt buy the mwhlnery, fumiah th* ouaijig and hln
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tham by the d»y to do the work, thua tbrotfing tiho raBponBibility of

lot ing ih« tooln, 80., upon th* Depw-tcaent,.

I h«,n m-iiten EnginaBr Codjl ,'fco know whathcr or uo'fc ha knom of

• nan nfao h»« un outfit ifcom we could •ecun to put doun » well ati

•o auoh per foot; M yt I h»v not had a nply, but I think it

doubtful if m can woon a nan upon thof terna* The ahipping of

nachiirry to th« reartnr&tion with the •ttendant, unaertainty of th«

•mount of work nhich -could be ••cured for the future naAea It bnrdiy

pOBBibI* to ••curfr a nan upon the terna cmtionud »bov.

Bcaiwur of th« »bow condition* I wouM be in favor of th« £•-

put—nt buying a portabla mil drill outfit oapabla of boring a hoi*

1000 feat d»Bp; thin would oo»t laid domi at Sohun not to •xc«»d

(5000.CO, •o» riyi oorting oonaldTabla I*RB, apd tht hiring of mn

to put doNn a —11 or nwlla for th» puaylng nbov Indieated. Aa yt

I am not pnpared to naka a datailad e«tinatB of the •xparraa attan-

dwrb upon th« •am.

If wlla ooald be aeoured ovr thie tract of land, u I hope

they aany, and u •urfwr »howin®B Indloata that th»y can, it nould

be naoeawuy to inatall a oenfcral po—r plant rrar the railroad nhon

fuel Ail oould b« noelvd in out lend lota, Thla plant irould ocn-

•iat of un up<to.dat« Btaun plant for burning oil and a dynuno »hich

would enirratt pomr to b» dlatritnrtBd to noton dlnot acnnaoted to

cwitrifugal puapa in —II* loortad mort •dwntBgBouly over th»

tract, latiaating th* naxinai lift of 40 fiat: and nuliuua dlatanaa

for tnunaalMicD at B»V»D nilf, thia plant could ba inflt>»ll«d for »

•un not woMdine (45,000.00, not inoluding tha coat of mil ana

building. It. will be undtntood that thia ia not^dtfiniia •«tint»,

— th* data upon nfaich to baae th* Ban in only —u—d. A plxnt
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